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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . In view of the Pre-appeal brief filed on July 6, 2009, and the pre-appeal 
conference 

with the supervisor, Thai Tran, and the examiner, Jamie Atala, PROSECUTION IS 
HEREBY REOPENED. The Office action is set forth below. To avoid abandonment of 
the application, Appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 

followed by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41 .37. The previously paid notice of appeal 
fee and appeal brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees 
set forth in 37 CFR 41 .20 have been increased since they were previously paid, then 
Appellant must pay the difference between the increased fees and the amount 
previously paid. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

2. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by Honjo 
(US 5,787,225) in view of Nakajo (US 6,925,042) in further view of Proidl (US 
6,961 ,51 0) in further view of Takahashi et al (US 5,649,047) 
[claim 1] 

In regard to Claim 1, Honjo discloses a reproducing apparatus for reproducing video 
information, the apparatus comprising: 

• a readout unit configured to read out from a recording medium compressed video 
and audio data compliant with MPEG format having a structure of sequential 
video information blocks in a predetermined number of frames (Column 3 Lines 
45-60 discloses the readout unit wherein the recording medium compressed 
video and audio data as further seen Figure 2); 

• separation unit configured separate the video data and the audio data from the 
compressed video and audio data read out by the readout unit; 

• an expansion unit configured to respectively expand the video data and the audio 
data separated by the separation unit (Figure 2 shows the separation of the video 
and audio so the streams can go to the video decoder circuit 6 and the audio 
decoder circuit 7 for processing); 
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• a video output unit configured output the video data expanded by the expansion 
unit (Figure 3 shows the video decoder circuit wherein the video is prepared for 
output through output terminal 1 1 ); 

• a audio output unit configured data expanded by the expansion output the audio 
an operation unit including a high speed reproduction key (Figure 4 shows the 
audio decoder wherein the operation unit decides the reproduction speed of the 
video and audio data as further described in Column 6 Lines 15-35); and 

• a control unit configured to control, a case where the high speed reproduction 
key is operated, the expansion unit order to perform reproduction of the 
compressed video and audio data by one frame every several frames 
corresponding to the n-fold speed and to perform reproduction normal speed or 
number of frames, alternately (Column 6 Lines 10-35 describes the control unit 
wherein the reproduction speeds of the video and audio data); however fails to 
disclose high speed reproduction key for reproducing the compressed video and 
audio data in n-fold (where n>3) speed and alternating between various speeds 
of reproduction.. 

Nakajo discloses a recording system wherein the reproduction occurs "not less than 
an eight-fold speed, for example an eight-fold speed, a ten-fold speed and more" as 
described in Column 2 Lines 55+. The high speed reproduction provides a more 
efficient and faster reproduction system wherein data transfer can efficiently be 
processed. Furthermore, Proidl teaches the high speed reproduction that is not based 
on image coding as described in Column 4 Lines 54+. The varying high speed 
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reproductions allow for the system to achieve various modes for reproducing and 
recording the data. Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to use the reproduction system as disclosed by Honjo and 
further incorporate reproduction of a system containing high speed reproduction for 
compressed data, as taught by Nakajo in view of Proidl, to further provide efficient high 
speed reproduction of data. 

Honjo in view of Najako, fails to disclose alternating between various speeds of 
reproduction. It is taught by Takahashi et al to provide a control unit for high speed 
reproduction that provides compressed video and audio data for the number of frames 
corresponding to n-speed as described in Column 2 Lines 5-27 and Column 3 Lines 51 + 
through Column 4 Lines 1-47. Furthermore, the trick play modes are alternating as the 
compressed data is fed into the image data file as described in Column 8 Lines 31-39. 
The system thereby alternates trick play modes based on the data being processed in 
the system. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to use the reproducing apparatus, as disclosed by Honjo, and 
further incorporate a system that provides an eight-fold speed reproduction for efficient 
data transferring, as recited by Nakajo, and further provide a system that provides 
alternating high speed reproduction at n-speeds based on frame compression, as 
disclosed by Takahashi et al, in order to provide the stated advantages of efficient 
reproduction of the A/V signal, 
[claim 2] 
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In regard to Claim 2, Honjo discloses a reproducing apparatus further comprising a 
setting unit configured to variably set the number of frames to perform the reproduction 
two-fold speed a predetermined normal speed or in the two-fold speed in the high speed 
reproduction (Figure 2 shows the high speed reproduction control circuit 8 shows the 
setting unit and further described in Column 5 Lines 18-67 describes the reproducing 
apparatus wherein the unit is sets the number of frames to perform the reproduction in 
various speeds), 
[claim 3] 

In regard to Claim 3, Honjo discloses a reproducing apparatus wherein the setting unit 
comprises a setting key arranged in the operation unit (Figure 2 high speed 
reproduction control circuit shows the input 13 which is used a setting key in the 
system), 
[claim 4] 

In regard to Claim 4, Honjo discloses a reproducing apparatus comprising a selection 

unit configured to alternatively select selection unit configured to 

reproduce in normal speed two-fold speed for the predetermined number of frames in 

the high speed reproduction (Column 6 Lines 12-35 describes the selection unit wherein 

reproduction can be done in various speeds). 

[claim 5] 

In regard to Claim 5, the claim limitations have been discussed in Claim 3. 
[claim 6] 

In regard to Claim 6, the claim limitations have been discussed in Claim 1 . 
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[claim 7] 

In regard to Claim 7, the claim limitations have been discussed in Claim 2. 
[claim 8] 

In regard to Claim 8, the claim limitations have been discussed in Claim 2. 
[claim 9] 

In regard to Claim 9, the claim limitations have been discussed in Claim 1 . 
[claim 10] 

In regard to Claim 10, the claim limitations have been discussed in Claim 2. 
[claim 11] 

In regard to Claim 1 1 , Honjo discloses a reproducing apparatus as claimed in claim 3, 
wherein the predetermined number of frames is set by operating the setting key (Figure 
2 describes a reproducing apparatus with input from user). 



Contact Information 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMIE JO ATALA whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7384. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
/JAMIE JO ATALA/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



